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We warmly invite you to worship with us each
Sunday at 10.30am
(Junior Church and Creche available)
Other services are shown on the back page of this newsletter and
you will be made most welcome at all of these also.

Dear Church Family,
As another summer passes British athletes have collected another haul of
medals, records and world titles, in a variety of sports.
One of these, cycling, has become one of the fastest growing sports in the UK
due to the incredible achievements of British cyclists in both the track and road
competitions. As people young and old have seen what these athletes have
achieved and listened to the stories behind their achievements, so people have
been inspired to get a bike and start using it on a regular basis.
Despite the glorious appearances on the podium, it has taken these athletes
many years of dedicated hard work to achieve what they have. This vision of
winning has encouraged them through many challenges and difficulties until
they have seen it become a reality.
Vision has a powerful effect on people and has been used to draw people into
working for both good and bad causes, but as Christians, we are called to work
for God’s vision for the world.
In Revelation 21:1-8 (and also Isaiah 65:17-25) God presents a future reality
for the world called the New Heavens and Earth that He will bring about, and
with which He also wants to encourage us;
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth
had disappeared. And the sea was also gone. And I saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like a bride beautifully
dressed for her husband. (v1-2)
I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among
his people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will
be with them. He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no
more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.”(v34)
And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new!”
And then he said to me, “Write this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and
true.” And he also said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega—the
Beginning and the End. To all who are thirsty, I will give freely from the
springs of the water of life. All who are victorious will inherit all these
blessings, and I will be their God, and they will be my children.” (v5-7)

“But cowards, unbelievers, the corrupt, murderers, the immoral, those who
practice witchcraft, idol worshipers, and all liars—their fate is in the fiery lake
of burning sulphur. This is the second death.” (v8)
I get excited every time I read this vision about God renewing the world into a
whole new creation. He will bring about justice (v8) and remove all that is
imperfect (v4,8). He will bring healing, transformation and provision (v6-7).
His people will be transformed to be in His likeness as His dearly loved
children (v7).
This passage in Revelation encourages me to persevere in my relationship with
Christ and also to work to see others come to know Jesus and be His followers.
Along with other scriptures Revelation 21:1-8 is a wonderful vision of the
eternal reality that is to come, but what is God’s vision for your life and our life
together, here and now?
We aren’t meant to be clinging on hoping Jesus returns before we lose our
faith. We are called to walk with Jesus as He builds His kingdom where we
live.
This is why I started a preaching series on vision during the summer so that we
might know clearly how to follow Jesus, here and now, in our communities. I
hope we are all encouraged to listen to God and seek His vision for us at this
present time.
To help in this task I have included in this magazine some simple questions to
aid us in reflecting on what God might be saying to you (Jo Fort has also
written a helpful section in this magazine on how we can hear from God). As
we share these reflections we will see what God’s vision is for Union Church at
this time.
Above all this, I encourage us to keep God’s greater plan in our minds; that
Jesus will come again to judge the world and bring about the New Heavens and
Earth so that we will also be there with Him.
Every blessing,
Rev. Sam

Miriam and girls and families would like to thank all their church family
for all their support during this most difficult time of Rays passing. June
8th was a celebration of his life and although we miss him every day we
know he has gone to be with his Heavenly father.
The monies raised for RNLI and East Anglian Air Ambulance has raised
a total of £625. Miriam said Ray would be very surprised and shocked
by this.
God's Blessings to All,
Miriam, Gill, Christine and Penny
???????????????????????????

MISSING SAUCEPAN
It’s highly unlikely that you
would have a large
saucepan [without its lid] in
your kitchen/home. One of
ours is missing, and has
been for some time, during
the past year. It may be
that it went home with
someone with some leftover food, perhaps from one of our fairs,
and for whatever reason it hasn’t made its way back to the
church kitchen. We have the lid but not the saucepan. Before
we dispose of the lid could you please check that you haven’t the
saucepan in your home.
Many thanks.

THE STROLLERS July 2nd
As Carole and myself are new members of the Strollers, we are very
enthusiastic and willingly accepted an offer to organise one of the
walks. We planned to walk along the beach in front of the cliffs, trying
to spot the nesting sea eagles and after the recent rock fall, looking for
King Johns lost treasure!!!
However, our naivety was very apparent as the tide was right up and
we had to quickly re-plan.
We asked for people to attend who were in tip top physical shape as it
was going to be a tough trip in extreme heat, and a super fit ten people
attended.
We set off from Clarence Road and walked through the narrow streets
and passage ways of the 'shanty' town at that end of Hunstanton with
John giving us an excellent talk on all the flowers and bushes in the
gardens we passed.
We eventually moved out into civilisation and went down past the crazy
golf and the Le Strange Hotel before enjoying some local 'fare' whilst
looking at the lifeboat station, myself I enjoyed a ninety-nine with a
flake and feeling suitably restored we set off on the most gruelling part
of the walk across baking hot soft sand down to the seas edge with
Andrew leading a single file group with Alison at the rear as she was
carrying a gallon of water and taking photos!
We rested briefly before ascending the dunes onto the cliff top car park
and stopping for a cuppa and sandwich at the cafe that now offers
excellent views across the Wash, however, there was some rumblings
of discontent as we hadn't realised that the group usually stops for a
full lunch and a glass of 'Moët '!!! Our apologies were accepted as we
set off for home, again splitting into two groups one of fast walkers
needing to get back and use our 'facilities ' and one led by Isobel
enjoying a gentle chat about the views and houses along the cliff top.
Thanks to all that took part, it was, for us a real pleasure.
Thanks Carole and David



“I would like to thank everyone who
remembered my 90th birthday. Thank you
for all your cards and best wishes. God be
with you all”.
Shirley Kelsall

Exploring God’s vision for Union Church
As we explore God’s vision for Union Church, I would love everybody who
considers themselves to be a part of Union Church to be included in the
process of hearing from God about what He wants to do through us.
So I have put a short list of questions together to help us pray and reflect on
this subject, in the hope that when we share our personal responses together,
we will know what God is calling us to do together.
Please feel free to get in touch with me if you would like to share before
November’s Fellowship Meeting, but there is no rush to get this done quickly, I
want to give us all plenty of time to pray and think it through.
Sam

Questions to aid reflection…
When you’ve enjoyed visiting other churches, what was it that made them so
enjoyable?
What negative experiences come to mind when you’ve visited another church,
can you pinpoint why they were negative?
What are the greatest challenges or struggles in our/your communities?
(Community can mean places where you meet regularly with other people for
example street, town/village, social group, sports club, workplace/business,
etc, as well as the place you live.)
As you pray about our vision as a church, do any scriptures, words, pictures, or
people come to mind?
As you walk through your community, does God say anything to you about it?
In what ways does our building limit or make difficult the work that God has
called us to?
If money wasn’t a concern, would you:
 appoint more ministry staff?
 change our building?
 purchase a property in the town(or another location) for a
specific ministry?
 some/all or the above or something else?

SATURDAY 8th
SEPTEMBER 2018
9.00am – 5.00pm
It‟s that time of the year again when we will be opening our church
for rest and refreshment to all the enthusiastic participants in this
sponsored event. All money raised goes to the Norfolk Churches
Trust which gives grants to enable struggling churches to maintain
their buildings. Half of what Union raises by its own participants is
given back to us, so we benefit too. If you would like to take part,
you can cycle, travel by car or walk and the aim is to get
sponsored for the number of churches you visit in the time
allotted. Please see me if you would like more information and/or
sponsor forms.

We will also need volunteers to cover all the hours between
9.00am-5.00pm in keeping the church open to sign in visiting
participants and serve tea, coffee, biscuits/small cakes. As before
we will also welcome any visitors who want to come in for
refreshments, a chat or a look at our beautiful historic church. If
you can cover any of the time, please sign on the list on the notice
board.

Janet Brown

HOW CAN I HEAR GOD SPEAK TO ME?
We often wonder if our heavenly Father is and can be speaking to
us. All through the bible we read of people hearing God speak,
the actual writing of it is lead by God into the minds of the
writers, so yes God can speak.
How do we start?
1) By listening. As you pray have spells of not filling Gods
ears, give Him the chance to fill yours!
2) Listen to Sermons, yes God does speak through them! How
often have you felt that something said prompted you to
look at your thoughts or suggested you do something in a
different way! That is God reaching your mind and
speaking to you.
3) As you sing the worship songs and hymns the same thing
applies. Their powerful words and tunes speak to you in
your spirit and as God is spirit so things reach us. God is
speaking!
4) Get to know Jesus! He was in constant touch with His
Father. Read the Gospels and see where your spirit
(thoughts) runs parallel. Jesus can teach us so much and
yet we often view Him in the past not the present.
Can we CHECK the thoughts and ideas come from God? If so
how! Yes we can!
1) By sharing with others. Have you ever said something
along the lines of “I feel that Jesus spoke to me about---“
Very often the reply will come “yes I had the same feeling
or thought”
2) Check it against the Bible. It is our Fathers handbook. If
you can’t find a passage that helps you ask others or if you
have one check in a good Concordance

3) Be assured that your loving Father will not shake His head
if you get something wrong. He loves you and wants you
to learn of Him and He will guide you as you go along the
early lessons.
4) If you have something to share talk to Sam or one of the
people in the body that you know have more experience
than you have.
Finally TRUST!
Read Luke11 v1-13.
Jesus talks about prayer and our loving Father and says that
He will not give bad things for our requests.
So if you have asked Him to speak to you TRUST Him. You will
make mistakes as any child does but a good parent guides the
child into the right roads, so will your great and loving Father.
I am sure I have missed out many important ways that we
can hear God; let me know if you have other ideas and ways
that you have heard God speak. We all have so much to learn
and to share.
Enjoy dreaming with God about your future life with Him and
the future of His church here in Hunstanton.
Jo

HARVEST
SUNDAY
SERVICE

16th Sept
10.30am

The Church will be open on Saturday 15th September between
9.00 am – 12.00noon to receive donations of fruit and veg to
display in the Church or you can bring them to the Sunday
service.

THE AUCTION OF PRODUCE is on Monday 17th September
starting at 6.00pm with a Faith Supper. Richard Bird will be
conducting the auction as usual and all proceeds will go to
Overseas Mission Work. Do come for an entertaining evening
when friendly rivalry can send the bidding to ridiculous heights!

Congratulations to 3rd Hunstanton Brownies on their 30th
anniversary this month.

To those members and friends who
have their birthdays in September.
4th
16th
20th
30th

Joanna Fort
Chris Taverner
Janet Brown
Steve Tong


Thank you, Lord, that you reveal yourself in the minute
details of creation. The tiny flower, the bright ladybird,
the dew drop on a cobweb. The fragrant scent of a rambling
rose, the rustling leaves of towering trees, the smooth shine
of a new conker. You provide a feast for our senses and
wherever we look, we see your hand at work.
Thank you for gardens big and small.
Amen

WET WASH!

What a range of weather we have had since I last penned an article for the
Church Magazine. You will no doubt be aware that I loved the heat, although I
must confess that the last 2 days we had were even on my limits! The heavy
showers caused some consternation, the force of water flooded into the
Church’s basement, wet carpets and the need to re-arrange events! It also
turned my 2 grandchildren into dancing idiots as they pranced in the wet! Still
let’s get on with the nature news.
Having visited the Snettisham Reserve through the spring on a regular basis it
is only the last two visits that have given me a wet Wash, always before it
really could be best described as a damp Wash!
Today 17th, I arrived about full tide and spent ages watching the little waders
that were working the lower bank in 100s; it was a mix of Sanderling, some in
winter dress, (pale mainly white). Lots of Ring Plovers, and Dunlin, many of
the Dunlin were in half winter garb, still with dark lower breasts but with paler
backs, and there were also Turnstones, again they were in mixed array but
there were still some in their dashing summer raiment. Mixed in with the
waders but slightly higher up the beach were juvenile Pied Wagtails and a
goodly number of young Yellow Wagtails. The Yellows are smart birds even if
they don’t show the brighter yellow feathers of the spring breeding birds. A
Spoonbill flew over; their bills really do make them look peculiar in flight, they
are a long slim bird and the long spoon shaped bill is nearly as long as their
bodies, they fly neck out stretched which adds to the odd look. There were
also 7 Little Egrets flying out into the Wash, another white bird but it flies with
its neck tucked back.
Along the tide edge towards the end of the Wash there was a solid very long
line of Oystercatchers and endless flocks of Knot, and Godwits, which were
causing fantastic shapes against the greying sky.
The showers we have been having have revived some of the plants, and there
were vivid blue patches of Bugloss among the dry fawn grasses, also on the
way through the caravans there were stands of the Evening Primrose, it has
yellow petals and is an impressive plant when in flower.

Have you noticed big flocks of the grey-headed Jackdaws around the area? I
was pondering on this, as I am sure there isn’t a huge population of breeding

birds in the area, most people have their chimneys guarded and although well
wooded there is I would think a shortage of the old damaged trees that they
love to nest in. The other day as I passed yet another pig farm I saw a big flock
of Jackdaws and realised that the feeding they get was drawing them into the
area. They are following the pigs around!
My garden is also hosting a follower. As is usual at this time of year I am
seeing a Sparrowhawk in the hedge, I suspect it is a this year’s youngster
looking for a space to hunt having been kicked out from its parents patch!
Birds often find it easier to send the late teenagers on their way; boomerang
children would make life dangerous for them!
When I was at Snettisham there were well over 100 Swallows and Martins
working the lagoons and the tide line. Like the Swifts they are working their
way south ready to fly to Africa, there are also only a few House Martins still
around the Estate. I suspect that with the crazy season we have had there will
be few late broods to worry about.
I also suspect that it is going to be a difficult autumn and winter, food could be
expensive as so many crops are low yielding, too hot and not enough rain
after a very late spring! Many cattle farmers are already feeding this winter’s
supplies and in lamb sheep are also in need of extra food as the little amount
of grass is poor in nutrition.
Finally, the ducks you see around in drab browns are Ducks and Drakes, as
with many birds there is a moult going on! The feathers of last spring are tired
and tatty and need replacing, the Blackbirds in the garden are very secretive
as they moult, losing something of the power of flight as their main wing
feathers have to go! The latest young are very scrawny as their feathers
change into adult plumage for the winter and the young Robins are getting
pretty well Redbreasted now and will have to, like the young of many birds,
find their own feeding patches for the coming autumn.
Looking forward, it could be a very colourful autumn as the trees close down,
there could be a lot of fruit, even if it’s not very plump, birds are leaving, the
first Geese will soon be here and my old friend the constellation of Orion will
appear low in the East as it heads back into our part of the world. Joanna

EBA CHURCHES
BESIDE THE SEA
Over the summer months we have
been part of a traditional seaside town and have welcomed many
visitors to Union. This month, our Prayer Focus is on other
churches located in seaside towns.
PARK BAPTIST CHURCH is in the town centre of Great
Yarmouth on the east coast of Norfolk which had a thriving fishing
industry in the past. In changing times it seeks to reach out to the
local community which has a diverse population with many
migrants. It has English & Portuguese speaking congregations
under Rev Peter Timothy and Rev Jorge Damasceno. Pray that
the unity of the church may be a witness to the town and for their
„Living Room‟ project to help the homeless and marginalised.
LONDON RD BAPTIST CHURCH is located in the heart of
Lowestoft a few miles further south of Great Yarmouth, again a
town with a fishing past and now facing challenging times. The
church is working on developing outreach in the town and has
recently appointed a Community Town Centre Chaplin and asks
for prayer for those within its fellowship considering full-time
ministry.
HOMELANDS FREE CHURCH is at Walton-on-the-Naze, near
Clacton in Essex. It is a thriving church with a wealth of mid-week
activities and also is involved in supporting groups beyond the
church, such as the Clacton Soup Run which serves up to 30 men
and women who are homeless or living in local accommodation.
They have a new minister, Andrew Openshaw starting at the
beginning of September.

CRACKPOT
BEAUTY
There was once an old lady who
day to fetch water from a nearby
stream. She collected the water in two pots that were strung on
either end of a long pole that she carried across her shoulders.
One of the pots had a small crack in it, but the other was just
perfect. At the end of her daily walk she always arrived home with
just one and a half pots of water as the cracked pot had slowly
dripped out its contents all the way home.
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The handsome perfect pot became very big headed about the
wonderful job it did, while the cracked pot became more and more
miserable. After months of failing to return home with a full quota
of water the cracked pot finally spoke up. “I‟m so sorry, I don‟t
know why you don‟t throw me out, I leak so badly that I only ever
manage to bring home half the water”. Then the old lady smiled,
“Did you notice that there are flowers on your side of the path, but
not on the other pot‟s side? That‟s because I have always known
about your flaw, so I planted flower seeds on your side of the
path, and every day as we return home, you water them. For
months I‟ve been picking beautiful fragrant flowers for our kitchen
table. Without you being just the way you are, we wouldn‟t have
this beauty to grace our house”.
He has made everything beautiful in its time.
(Ecclesiastes 3.11)

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE
Torch Trust for the Blind received your donations of £59.48 for tea and
coffee after our Sunday morning services during July.
This month East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices (EACH) needs your
support. They rely on voluntary donations for the majority of their
income.

“At EACH, we provide care and support to children and young people
with life threatening conditions. We also support the family with their
emotional and physical challenges by providing a range of therapies in a
home-from-home environment at Quidenham or in the family home,
school or hospital across Norfolk.
As you may be aware, we have outgrown our current hospice in
Quidenham, due to the changing and more complex needs of the
children and young people that we care for. We have a vision of a new
purpose-built Hospice in Norfolk, the nook. Here will be able to offer
services which are either currently unavailable or extremely limited at
our Quidenham hospice.
We are extremely excited that we are close to £7 million of our £10
million project for the build and work has now commenced on the site.
We rely on voluntary donations for the majority of our income, not only
for our nook appeal, but also for the £5,300 a day it cost to continue
providing our services to the 128 children and young people in Norfolk.”
As well as Norfolk, they support children from Suffolk, Essex and
Cambridgeshire. With 3 hospices the need is great, so please give a
little bit extra in the donation box when having your drinks after our
Sunday morning services.
Thank you.

Monica Richardson

TREASURE GOD’S WORD (1)
‘I have treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread.’
Job 23:12
The Spirit of God makes us like the Son of God, through the Word of
God! That‟s why Satan will put 101 roadblocks in your way to keep you
from reading the Bible. Paul writes, „[God‟s]…Word can make you into
what he wants you to be and give you everything you could possibly
need‟ (Acts 20:32 MSG). Underscore that word „everything‟. God‟s Word
is like seed; it‟s filled with potential. Jesus said, „The words that I have
spoken to you…are life‟ (John 6:63 NASB). An amazing thing happens
when you study the Scriptures. Your mind illuminates, your heart
resonates, and the truth comes to life in you. The Bible is more than just
a doctrinal guidebook. It creates faith, produces change, causes
miracles, heals hurts, builds character, transforms circumstances,
imparts joy, overcomes adversity, defeats temptation, builds hope,
releases power, cleanses minds, brings things into being, and
guarantees your future. You can‟t survive without it. It‟s as essential to
your life as food. That‟s why Job said, „I have treasured the words of his
mouth more than my daily bread.‟ God‟s Word is the spiritual
nourishment you need to fulfil your life‟s purpose. The Bible is described
as milk, bread, solid food, and sweet dessert (see 1 Peter 2:2; Matthew
4:4; 1 Corinthians 3:2; Psalm 119:103). This four-course meal is the
Spirit‟s menu for daily strength and growth. Peter writes, „Crave pure
spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up‟ (1 Peter 2:2 NIV 2011
Edition). So make a commitment to spend time each day reading God‟s
Word.
This excerpt was taken from the free devotional, The United Christian
Broadcasters (UCB) Word for Today, Westport Road, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6
4JF. For more information please speak to Jan Groom.
UCB LISTEN…….UCB WATCH……UCB READ
UCB.CO.UK

CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 2018
2

10.30am

Revd Lance Birks - Communion

9

10.30am

Revd Ian Mizen

16

10.30am

Revd Sam Abramian - Harvest

23
30

10.30am
10.30am

Revd Sam Abramian
Revd Beth Powney
REGULAR MEETINGS

Sunday
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
Friday

10.30am
9.00 – 10.00am
5.30pm
7.30pm
10.00 – 12 noon
4.20pm
6.00pm
9.30 – 11.30am
10.30am

Family Worship
Prayer meeting in church
th
Guides [Not 4 ]
Bible Study
Community Cafe
th
Rainbows [Not 5 ]
th
Brownies [Not 5 ]
Little Lights Baby & Toddler Group
Friday Morning Fellowship
DIARY

3
4
6
8
10
11
13
14
15
17
18
19
20

10.00am
10.00am
10.30am
Church open
9.00-5.00pm
9.30am
10.30am
7.00pm
2.00pm
9.00-12 noon
6.00pm
10.00am
2.15pm
7.00pm

Strollers
Arts & Crafts Group
Service at Gorselands
Sponsored Bike Ride
The Earl Greys meet at Norfolk Lavender
Service at Norfolk Lodge
Deacons’ Meeting
Service at Lincoln Lodge
Church open to receive Harvest produce
Harvest Supper and Auction of Harvest Goods
Arts & Crafts Group
Service at The Close, Snettisham
Fellowship Meeting

Copy deadline for October 2018 - September 20 2018EE

