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We warmly invite you to worship with us each
Sunday at 10.30am
(Junior Church and Creche available)
Other services are shown on the back page of this newsletter and
you will be made most welcome at all of these also.

Dear Church Community,
I know you‟re not all football fans like me so please bear with me
as I begin this editions letter by writing about the World Cup!
By the time you read this, the World Cup will be in full swing and
you will only need to endure it for two more weeks. By this stage
my customary wall chart will be half-filled, my supply of drinks
and snacks for the tournament will be half empty, but I hope
England will be going to the later stages, if not surprising us by
winning the whole thing!
There are many reasons I enjoy the World Cup. The three to four
televised matches a day for nearly three weeks, memories of
watching matches with my brother and Dad growing up, the
players playing for their countries and not money, and the hope
that England might actually do something (anything!!!) this time!
The only problem is it seems to be over so quickly! Before I know
it the wall chart is complete, England have lost (this is all I‟ve
experienced in my lifetime!) and Sky once again hold the keys to
televised football.
Beyond the world of football the things we enjoy also seem to
finish before they‟ve really started. Whether it be a day out,
holiday, seeing loved ones or something else, it‟s important to
take them in before they‟ve gone.
I have found this is also true as a follower of Jesus. There are so
many moments I‟ve enjoyed the Holy Spirit being at work, but it‟s
easy to not fully take-in what God is doing at the time.
Scripture teaches us to treasure and celebrate what God has
done. The ancient feasts of Israel were an opportunity for taking

in what God had done, as were the piles of stones the Israelites
left in places where God had done significant things for them.
Mary, Jesus mother, also paused at his birth to „treasure up all
these things in her heart.‟
As a church, we have the opportunity to treasure what God has
done through this last year at our anniversary on Sunday 15th
July. We‟ll be giving thanks to God in our service at 10.30am and
sharing a hog roast thanksgiving meal afterwards.
Everyone is invited and you‟re welcome to invite friends too, but
you do need to book for the hog roast by contacting me so we
can cater for the correct number of people and any dietary
requirements too.
The Diaconate wanted to make this meal available to everyone so
we are asking for donations on the day to cover the cost of
catering rather than charging a set price per head. We are
suggesting a donation of £6.50 per person but if you genuinely
can‟t afford this then please don‟t feel you have to give this much,
as others may be prompted to give more.
I hope everyone will be able to come but if you can‟t I hope you
will also find time to celebrate and treasure God‟s goodness to us
in the past year.
Every blessing,
Rev. Sam

The Fishing Parable
The village chiefs were at a loss to know what to do. The island that
they had lived on for centuries was no longer capable of providing the
food they needed to survive and they needed to find an answer.
The three villages which they represented had come from the same
ancestors, and at heart they had the same belief system and way of life.
In many ways they were the same but at the same time they lived
separately because the law said that each village had the freedom to
interpret and implement the island way of life.
As the chief‟s sat in silence trying to work out a solution to their
problem, a voice said „‟why don‟t you fish?‟ A young girl had been
listening and she had finally worked up the courage to speak. „Well we
are on an island‟ she said, „aren‟t there plenty of fish in the sea to feed
us?‟
A short while later and everything was agreed. Each village was located
on a different side of the island and the chiefs agreed that they could
each fish off their own coast.
The Tabit tribe were boat builders and they wasted no time in paddling
their boats out to sea. After some time they began to feel tired but as
they looked down, they could see some fish and so they decided to
make the best of it and to fish there. It was agreed that each of them
would take it in turns to try to dive in the water in order to grab a fish
and that when the boat was full of fish they would return home. It didn‟t
take long for them to see that their task was going to be next to
impossible, they learnt that fish were slippery and also that they really
needed to go further out to sea to reach more fish. They were out as far
as they could paddle so they kept trying where they were and several
hours later though they returned home with no fish.
The Stibs tribe used rope for everything and they wasted no time in
throwing their rope nets into the sea. There was a great deal of
excitement as the people stood on the shore waiting for the huge catch
of fish that would feed them. Several hours later, their nets were empty
apart from several plastic bottles.

The Pastit tribe were just discouraged. They had huge sections of
canvas that they used to create shade for themselves and instinctively
they knew these could help but they couldn‟t work out how. They tried to
fashion the canvas into canoes which definitely didn‟t go well and so in
the end they cunningly wrote „fish welcome here‟ on one of the sheets
of canvas and they attached it to a wooden mast near the water so that
the fish could see it. They hid nearby waiting for the fish to swim in to
their trap but several hours later none had. At least they were
entertained as they waited by the way that the wind caught the canvas
making it billow.
The next day, the Chief‟s went to find the young girl to complain. As
they each explained their approach and how it had failed the girl said to
them „‟you are very silly aren‟t you!‟ She could see that she had made
them angry and so she quickly said „you have everything you need to
catch fish, you just need to work together‟.
How does this parable end? With cooperation that has boats with sails
that can get far enough out to sea and then nets to catch the plentiful
fish or with villages that get smaller and smaller and eventually die?
To consider:
·
What could we accomplish more effectively if we worked together
as churches?
Are there things that the church which you are a part of dreams of doing
but you lack the resources? Have you shared those dreams with your
neighbouring churches to see if God is calling you to work together?
What strengths and resources do you have that you could share with
other churches?
·
What are the barriers that stop us working together and how can
we overcome them?
·
How would it change our thinking if we focused more on the
Biblical truth that there is only one body of Christ?
·
In this parable, the young girl saw possibilities that others didn‟t.
Would becoming more like children help or hinder us in cooperating and
becoming more interdependent instead of independent?
Grace and peace,
Sam Abramian

THE STROLLERS
The weather was very misty and inclined towards light drizzle for
the June walk which started from the village car park at Holkham.
We enjoyed the walk down Lady Ann's Road, past the new
Orientation Centre being built, and along the edge of the woods
towards Wells. Although the views were obscured by the mist, we
were sheltered from the wind on this part of the walk.
Reaching the Beach Cafe near the Wells Lifeboat House, we
made a stop for coffee. Being suitably refreshed, we continued on
our way along the cut down to the town. It was bracing, but
fortunately we had our backs to the wind and the view down to
Wells, although not as pretty as on a sunny day, was nevertheless
still picturesque. We had a light lunch in Sands Restaurant
overlooking the harbour, then caught the bus back to Holkham.
Join us for the July walk - you will be certain of an enjoyable time
with stimulating conversation.
Eddie and Una Seely

LITTLE

AND

LARGE

The Eastern Baptist Association is made up of churches of all
sizes and particularly in the villages the name can be misleading.
Nevertheless, they all need our prayers.
GRACE FELLOWSHIP, Little Stukeley is a village of about 300
people in Huntingdon, located directly outside the main gate of
RAF Alconbury. There are a few other villages nearby including a
new village under construction. The Pastor is Eric Green who has
been there since July 2016 and the church is seeking to reach out
to the new community being built about a mile from the church.
GREAT LEIGHS FREE CHURCH is a village church in a rapidly
growing area of mid-Essex. The church is always looking for
ways to involve those who attend, be that on a regular or
occasional basis, and is working hard to maximise the talents and
abilities within the fellowship to serve and encourage others in the
community. Pray for the Boys and Girls Brigades that
opportunities would be taken to engage with their parents and
families.
GREAT SHELFORD FREE CHURCH is situated in one of
Cambridgeshire‟s largest villages and was founded in 1825. The
pastor is Rev Martin Cockerill and he has been with the church for
four years. The church wants to be a crossing-place that is
“reaching out and going deeper”; they want to go deeper with
God and reach out to the community. Their verse for the year is
Jeremiah 6.16 “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask where the
good way is, and walk in it”

UNION CHURCH
COMMUNITY CAFE
NORFOLK DAY
CELEBRATION
FRI. 27th JULY
10.00am-2.00pm
COME INTO OUR UPSTAIRS
CAFE AND ENJOY COFFEE,
TEA etc., SAVOURY SNACKS
AND DELICIOUS
HOMEMADE CAKES IN OUR
BEAUTIFUL HISTORIC
BUILDING
(Well behaved dogs
welcome)
Other cakes generously
donated by Mr Bunn the
Baker
Sandringham Road,
Hunstanton (opposite Bus
Station)

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY

DSSSTUDYSTUDY

The response to joining an email list to receive the bible studies
has been fantastic. There are now 12 emailers as well the regular
Tuesday night group – Praise the Lord for such an increase. It‟s
been great to keep the studies going each week regardless of
whether we can meet or not.
We have now come to the end of the 1 John series and it has
produced some good discussions at our meetings and challenges
to our lives. Mid June we started a new series on the “I AM”
statements of Jesus (Bread of Life, Door etc).
If you would like to join us on a Tuesday night, you would be most
welcome. Each week is a “stand alone” study, so it doesn‟t matter
if you cannot get each week. If you would like to receive an email
or printed copy each week so that you can study on your own at
your own pace, just let me know and I can add you to the list.
Please contact me if you would like any more details.
Janet Brown

We are delighted to share the news that Little Lights (our baby &
toddler group) has been successful in its application for the Tesco
Bags of Help Grant Scheme!!! Our project will be put forward in
the customer "coin" boxes in Hunstanton and Heacham Tesco
stores during July and August 2018.
Voting will take place from Sunday 1st July to Friday 31st August
2018 so if you are shopping in Tesco's during that time please put
your blue coins in to support this wonderful ministry!!
Any money (amounts of £1000, £2000 or £4000 are allocated)
will be used to purchase better storage for our toys (stick your
head in our toy cupboard to see why!!), foldable tables and if
possible soft play equipment too.
Praise God and thank you for your support,



Suzie Abramian
Miriam and girls and families would like to thank all their church family
for all their support during this most difficult time of Rays passing. June
8th was a celebration of his life and although we miss him every day we
know he has gone to be with his Heavenly father.
The monies raised for RNLI and East Anglian Air Ambulance has raised
a total of £625. Miriam said Ray would be very surprised and shocked
by this.
God's Blessings to All,
Miriam, Gill, Christine and Penny

To those members and friends
whose birthdays fall in July:
5th
17th
20th
30th

Betty Waslidge
Pauline Palmer
Una Seeley
Shirley Kelsall



Norfolk Day Friday 27th July
This new annual event was launched in February by the EDP and
Radio Norfolk and all sorts of different organisations including
Churches, will be holding events to celebrate this very special part
of the world. As we are no longer holding our annual summer
fetes the Café team suggested holding a celebratory café upstairs
in the Church from 10.00am – 2.00pm. There will be our usual
selection of drinks, delicious homemade cakes and savouries. Mr
Bunn will kindly be supporting us with this event. Well behaved
dogs will also be welcome.

The Café team and all the Deacons are very excited at the
prospect of this new event but as the café will be open for four
hours instead of the usual two, we will need some extra help in
order to make the day a success. If you could offer an hour or
two or even the whole session you would be very welcome. We
will need help in the kitchen with washing up, serving the cakes,
taking orders and setting up and clearing away etc. A list will
shortly go up on the notice board detailing where we need
assistance and this will include a list for help with some of the
homemade cakes.
We are hoping to encourage people into our lovely Church where
they can enjoy the peaceful surroundings in the friendly and
welcoming atmosphere that is associated with Union Church. We
are planning to put out a display of the history of our Church plus
information regarding all our activities, groups and services. This
should be another opportunity for us to connect with our local
community and visitors as part of our commitment to Outreach.
If you would like to know more about Norfolk Day itself, you can
go on-line where there is a vast range of information. If you would
like to volunteer and help in some way then please contact either
Sandy Nizol or Janet Brown, but more importantly, simply being
there on the day to connect with our visitors will ensure the
success of the event.

LEARNING FROM OTHERS
I wrote about Patricia‟s service and what God taught me from that! Now
it is in reference to the beautiful service for Ray Hodson.
In the service and the booklet there were quotes from prayers that Ray
had written and kept, also mentions of his favourite bible passages.
That prompted me to re-think how we record our times with the Lord.
Looking at my bible I have a list of verse references that I call my
helping doses. However I realise that I haven‟t added to it for quite
sometime! I am sure there are many more helpful verses and passages
that the Lord wants to encourage me with. I need to keep adding,
situations change and different verses speak in different ways. It is so
easy to rely on help and encouragement from the past and to forget
that there are whole new passages and adventures that our loving
Father wants us to follow Him on.
Be brave and step out. If you don‟t like marking your bible keep a small
notebook with it. Try and hear something new from Father at least once
a week and keep your notebook current. Writing your prayers down
especially in times of trouble can give a firm foundation as you can look
back and see how God has answered them. You will be surprised to see
how He has dealt with your prayers, note what happened!
I think what I am trying to encourage us to do is to keep on moving
and growing in our walk with the Lord. Don‟t forget what He has taught
us in the past but be encouraged to keep on the adventurous path He is
planning for us. Then may be in the future someone else may take
inspiration from our walk and be encouraged to keep moving on his or
her own adventure. God bless your adventure!
Jo

BLISS WITH SUGAR ON IT!!
That is an old family saying and describes exactly the sort of day
I have just had. Praise the Lord for warmth sunshine and birds!
When I found this bit of the article I realise that I had written one
for Hunny Mag in May 2014 with a similar title! Re –reading it, it
was good to see that enthusiasm for Gods world doesn‟t diminish
with age!
Back to the new, it was 18th that I set off to find material, I had
meant to set off early but „the best laid schemes of mice and men
gang aft agley‟! So I reached Lynn at the usual 10ish, shopped
and headed of cross-country. The verges have mainly had a short
back and sides along the edges, however where there are
drainage ditches the wild flowers were going „wild‟. Sorry about
that couldn‟t resist it! The Bladder Campion, Poppies, Speedwell,
Dandelions and Daises were filling the spaces and across fields
and under hedges the yellow eyed white edged flowers of the
Moon Daises shone in the increasing sunshine. Along the
Massingham road the fields of Poppies were even more vivid, I
stopped to chat with a walker who said „what a tribute to all those
who died in First World War‟ over the several fields there are
certainly enough poppies to commemorate all who died on all
sides of the conflict. I don‟t know if it is meant as such or if it is
part of a conservation scheme! The road I used is edged with old
Beeches and I remembered hearing Ray Mears say in a
programme that it is not wise to camp under Beech as they have
a habit of dropping branches! That was a new one on me, around
the farm area there were few Beech more Oak and Ash, I already
knew that Ash can drop branches at will, we often had to clear a
„drop‟ off the track to get in and out.

Back to the day, I headed home and off loaded the shopping and
then about 3.30 I went to Titchwell for yet more bird food! As it
was calming down (crowds were going) I off loaded the „buggie‟
and set off to enjoy the early evening. A tiny black Shrew ran
across and back on the footpath, they are frantic creatures, short
lived and in need of eating 2 or 3 times more than their body
weight each day to stay alive. It certainly was in a hurry! I
honestly don‟t know enough about Shrews but suspect it could
have been a Pygmy Shrew, or otherwise it was a young
common!! I reached the Island Hide and sat soaking up the
atmosphere for nearly an hour. It was warm and peaceful with
only the sounds of birds going about their lives. There was
nothing out of the ordinary just lots of waders and gulls of
assorted species; it was pretty windy so the small reed bed birds
were keeping out of sight. On the way back there were several
Reed Bunting singing their monotonous song. I headed round to
Patsy‟s Pool and found a bossy pair of Shelduck. They were
clearly parents but it took a while to spot their young. There were
4 fluffy bundles diving vigorously under the water and bobbing up
like little corks! The parents were on a „this is our patch of water
claim‟. I saw them chase off a female Mallard, attack small family
of Coot (mind you the adult Coot weren‟t going to move!) chase a
male Tufted Duck and generally stopped late arrivals. The only
birds they didn‟t take on were a pair of Mute Swans with their 3
young. The cygnets were bundles of pale grey fluff and looked
very appealing. There was lots of bird song as it drew nearer to
dusk, on the way back towards the centre I came across a mixed
flock of Tits, they held me spell bound for another 15 minutes,
there were this year‟s Long Tailed Tits, looking pristine in their
extra long dark tails and pale foreheads. Pale Blue Tits and yellow
fronted Great Tits added to the mix and not completely

surprisingly there was Chiff Chaff with them, it took itself over the
path and began its „Chiff chaff‟ song. Along side it in the trees and
bushes there was a Blackbird singing its rich fruity song and
several Blackcap competing with each other for bush space. They
were impossible to see in all the foliage but easy to hear!
Eventually I tore myself away and loaded the buggie on board. I
decided I might see a Barn Owl if I was lucky so I drove down to
Thornham Coal Barn and parked up so I could see the area
around NWT and NOA. After a short wait there was a pale ghost
floating on the evening air as an Owl appeared from the back of
Drove Orchards area. They really are ethereal to watch the
buoyancy of their flight and the beauty of those pale feathers
takes my breath away!
I really do thank the Lord for spells like this; they boost the spirit
and calm the mind. Thank you Father.
Don‟t forget that you too can be blest by the beauties around us
even if you are housebound, thanks to windows it is usually
possible to see at least the sky with its Gulls, Swifts, House
Martins and House Sparrows flying through. Take care enjoy our
Lords bountiful nature
Jo
“Don‟t ever question the value of volunteers. Noah‟s Ark
was built by volunteers; the Titanic was built by
professionals.”
Dave Gynn

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE
Donations for May were £51.61. This was sent to TWAM (Tools
With A Mission).
Torch Trust for the Blind needs your support for July. They aim
to enable people with sight loss to discover Christian faith and
lead fulfilling Christian lives. They provide resources and activities
for blind and partially sighted people worldwide.
Di t=you know that David Suchet, who was the actor who played
Poirot, has recorded the NIV bible so helping people to hear the
word of God. “I think what it has given me, apart from anything
else, is what a lot of people never get the chance to, or don‟t do,
which is read it from end to end.”
This audio edition is produced by Torch Trust exclusively for the
use of blind and partially sighted people and is available by
ringing 01858 438260 or email info@torchtrust.org.
If you would like more information have a word with Heather
Williams and Daphne Johnson who both worked at Torch Trust
for many years.
During August we will be supporting Mission Overseas for the
work of BMS and URC.
Monica Richardson

JUST A REMINDER IF YOU HAVEN’T COMPLETED YOUR
FORM YET

DATA PROTECTION
Please ensure that you return completed permission
forms to the Church Secretary for your details to be
included in the directory. Forms are available, and
have been sent to everyone who receives a copy of
the Newsletter by post, or who has it delivered.
If we do not receive a completed form from you your
details will not be included in the next issue of the
directory, and you will not receive a copy.
If you receive the Newsletter by post, or it is
delivered by hand, no further copies will be sent to
you if we do not receive your permission.
We hope you would like to continue receiving the
Newsletter and hope you will comply with the new
legislation.

WORD FOR TODAY
Science proves the Bible true (6)
„Build a large boat…450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high.‟
Genesis 6:14-15

The Bible detailed the original blueprint for shipbuilding. In Genesis, God told
Noah to build a 1.5-million-cubic-foot ship and fill it with enough people and
animals to repopulate the earth. And the specific dimensions God gave Noah
turned out to be significant. In 1609 in Hoorn, Holland, a ship was built in the
same proportions and it revolutionised shipbuilding. According to Lloyd‟s
Register of Shipping (see The World Almanac), by 1900 every large ship on the
high seas was inclined towards the proportions of Noah‟s Ark. And by the way,
if you think it‟s not sophisticated or educated to believe that the world was once
destroyed by a universal flood, think again. About 85 per cent of the rock
surfaces around the world are composed of sedimentary rock, indicating that at
some time in the past the world was covered by water. Consider also the Bible
and meteorology. Solomon wrote, „The wind goeth toward the south, and
turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about continually, and…returneth again
according to his circuits‟ (Ecclesiastes 1:6 KJV). The air around the earth turns
in huge circles, anticlockwise in the northern hemisphere and clockwise in the
southern hemisphere. As a result, your local meteorologist can tell you with a
high degree of accuracy what the weather will be like so you can dress
accordingly. The Bible - there‟s simply no other book like it! When you believe
its central message of salvation through Christ you have peace and joy now,
plus you get to live in heaven with God for eternity when you die. It doesn‟t get
better than that!
This excerpt was taken from the free devotional, The United Christian
Broadcasters (UCB) Word for Today, Westport Road, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6
4JF. For more information please speak to Jan Groom.
UCB LISTEN…….UCB WATCH……UCB READ
UCB.CO.UK

CALENDAR FOR AUGUST 2018
5

10.30am

12

10.30am

Revd Sam Abramian – All Age Service at The Community
Centre
Revd Sam Abramian - Communion

19

10.30am

Revd Sam Abramian

26

10.30am

Revd Sam Abramian
REGULAR MEETINGS

Sunday
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

10.30am
9.00 – 10.00am
5.30pm
7.30pm
10.00 – 12 noon
4.20pm
6.00pm
9.30 – 11.30am

Friday

10.30am

Family Worship
Prayer meeting in church
Guides [No meetings]
Bible Study
Community Cafe [Not 8th]
Rainbows [No meetings]
Brownies [No meetings]
Little Lights Baby & Toddler Group [No
meetings]
Friday Morning Fellowship [No meetings]
DIARY

2
4
6
7
10
11
13
14
15
21

10.30am
7.00pm
10.00am
10.00am
2.00pm
9.30am
10.30am
2.15pm
10.00am

Service at Gorselands
Deacons’ Prayer Meeting
Crossroads Team Arrive
Strollers
Arts & Crafts Group
Service at Lincoln Lodge
Crossroads Team Leave
The Earl Greys meet at Norfolk Lavender
Service at Norfolk Lodge
Service at The Close, Snettisham
Arts & Crafts Group

Copy deadline for September 2018 - August 20 2018EE

CALENDAR FOR JULY 2018
1

15

8.00am
10.30am
10.00am
10.30am
10.30am

22
29

10.30am
10.30am

8

Wave of Prayer – on the beach next to the pier
Revd Sam Abramian - Communion
Refreshments and Activities
Revd Sam Abramian – Family and Parade Service
Revd Sam Abramian – Church Anniversary. Guest speaker –
Revd Jim Wilkinson
Hog Roast [See inside for all information]
Revd Sam Abramian
Revd Sam Abramian
REGULAR MEETINGS

Sunday
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
Friday

10.30am
9.00 – 10.00am
5.30pm
7.30pm
10.00 – 12 noon
4.20pm
6.00pm
9.30 – 11.30am
10.30am

Family Worship
Prayer meeting in church
Guides [Not 24th]
Bible Study
Community Cafe
th
Rainbows [Not 25 ]
Brownies [Not 25th]
Little Lights Baby & Toddler Group [Not
26th]
Friday Morning Fellowship [Not 27th]
DIARY

2
5

10.00am
10.30am

9
10

9.30am
10.00am
10.30am
7.00pm
2.00pm
2.15pm
9.30 -11.30am
10.00am
10.00am-2.00pm

12
13
18
19
24
27

Strollers
Service at Gorselands
Deacons’ Meeting
The Earl Greys meet at Norfolk Lavender
Arts & Crafts Group
Service at Norfolk Lodge
Fellowship Meeting
Service at Lincoln Lodge
Service at The Close, Snettisham
Little Lights Indoor Picnic in the hall
Arts & Crafts Group
Norfolk Day Community Cafe

Copy deadline for September 2018 - August 20 2018EE

