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We warmly invite you to worship with us each
Sunday at 10.30am
(Junior Church and Creche available)
Other services are shown on the back page of this newsletter and
you will be made most welcome at all of these also

Dear Church & Community,
Every now and then I find one of the advertising leaflets or emails I
receive catches my eye and leads me to purchase something, thankfully
it is always something I need and I'm looking for rather than a whimsical
purchase(!).
My most recent purchase was from a The Good Book Company who
sent a leaflet of new books and resources to aid a person's personal walk
with God or to resource a church ministry. I have to admit it is very
dangerous territory for me to browse a leaflet like this as I often believe
one more book will improve my ministry (and I, therefore, have been
known to purchase one more book than I need!).
However, as I looked through this publication, a lent series by Timothy
Keller on the ‘Glory of God’ caught my eye. I’ve been reading through
the Psalms recently but knowing my own devotional patterns I know I
need some variation to keep me engaged, so I decided to purchase it and
I’m delighted to say that I’m not disappointed.
I’ve enjoyed reading it so far and it has really helped me engaged in
scripture and theme of the glory of God in John’s gospel. What’s
interested me greatly is the contrast between Christ’s glory and the
concept glory in the wider world.
When people talk of glory today, it generally means victory and
overcoming, to be the last one standing or not letting problems overcome
you. However, Christ’s glory was a victory by being overcome; giving
his life on the cross.
It draws me back to the thought that though there is great joy in
Christian life but there is also suffering due to following a crucified
Lord. This suffering isn’t because God wants it to happen to me (or us)
but because the world is against Christ and also those that are with him.
If you are the same as me, you like to be liked. It’s a normal human
desire and one which often causes us to do things that we wouldn’t
usually.

However, if I faithfully follow Christ there will be times when the wider
world will not understand or like who I am (or us) as Christians. There
will be times when the only way ahead will be to ‘take up my cross and
follow Him’.
I pray that this isn’t the case for us, but I also pray for strength and
courage if this situation arises, whether it be in small ways with friends
or larger challenges in our society.
I hope you also find God speaks powerfully to you through this season
of Lent as we make the most of the approach of Easter.
Every blessing,
Sam

PRAYER
This is a mission to find out if the articles on prayer that I have done in
2017 were of any help to any of you!!
I am happy to carry on but don’t think it’s a good idea to be pushing
out words into empty space!
Please, please let me know
Have you read any of them?
Were they in any way helpful?
What do you feel about your prayer life?
What do you feel might be helpful?
Shall I carry on?
Email me joannafort@yahoo.com or leave a note in Church or even
leave a message on my phone 01485 534129.

FINANCE
At the AGM on March 15 there will be a number of reports given from a
variety of people talking about 2017. I expect to be there presenting the
financial report and accounts to the 31st December 2017. Whilst this
may not be a major attraction there are some points I shall be looking to
raise which should give rise to a feeling of thankfulness. Not only that
but also to a realisation that life at Union has broadened out and that not
only have monies come into the church's coffers to finance the work but
also that Union is supporting a lot of charities in the wider community.
You may be surprised to know that it takes in the region of £55,000 to
finance all the work at Union - and this is money we have to raise
ourselves - no grants, no support. Despite that we still ended the year
with a surplus of over £4,000.
Offerings have continued to rise - particularly those that are made by
standing order. The new Community Cafe has prospered - mightily in
outreach - but also in funds raised for the continued work of the church.
Of necessity this is a very brief report. As the AGM approaches you
will find abridged copies of the accounts for you to take home and read
and pore over!! Do come to the AGM. I promise to try and make the
accounts interesting and relevant and it will give you an opportunity to
see just what and why the money you contribute is so vital to God's work
in the church.
FERGUS MCLELLAN

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures

forever.
1 Chronicles 16:34

Thank you so much for all the support and friendship given to me
through my recent illness. I am finally on the mend and progress is slow.
One day good and then not so good next day, however the good days are
winning I think. I just need to exercise patience through this long road of
recovery - not one of my virtues but my body is teaching me to slow
down. God Bless and good wishes.
Barbara Brown (jnr)

I am writing to express my thanks for the gift sent to help our work in
Ukraine. If you are readers of our Newsletter Prayer Diary you will
know we returned from the Christmas Mission Trip on 11th January.
During our stay we heard that were experiencing the warmest winder for
135 years! To the disappointment of some there was no snow, just a
slight frost on two mornings.
This did nothing to diminish the excitement of serving both young and
old, students, and the sick for the seven days we were there. The
opportunity of sharing Christ’s love in hospitals, the rescue Shelter and
giving lunch to 140 vulnerable adults was a blessing to every team
member. Although the roads continue to worsen with many potholes we
were also able to visit village churches in Korsun and Yasnoziriia and
learn of their needs too.
All of this is made possible by God touching the hearts of people like
you; so on behalf of so many, I thank you.
With every blessing
Jon Budgell

EASTERN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION PRAYER FOCUS
Here are some of the churches featured recently:
EARLS COLNE Baptist Church is a village church in rural Essex,
near Colchester. The Church is exploring further ways in which
their building can be used during the week. They would like to
offer greater provision for families, children and young people
during the Sunday morning service but, recognize that members
of the congregation already give much of their time. Please pray
for wisdom as they seek ways to engage with the community.
**********************
HADDENHAM Baptist Church is situated in a village near Ely
which hosts a steam rally every September attracting over 20,000
visitors. It combines with 2 other villages to hold a Holiday Bible
Club and supports Jimmy’s Shelter for the homeless. They have
mission links with Uganda, Bosnia Herzegovina, Italy and Turkey.
Please pray for help in leading worship and children for youth
ministry.
*************************

EARLS HALL Baptist Church in Southend-on-Sea has a minister
and children and families worker. It runs a Crossing Boundaries
ministry serving the disadvantaged with mental or physical health
issues who may have slipped through the net of council or social
services. Volunteers (including local professionals) are uniting to
help connect some of the most marginalised in the town. An
‘Allsorts’ summer kids club attracted over 100 children for the
week. Please pray for the church to continue to seek God’s heart
for the community they serve.

A DIFFERENT VERSION OF THE LORD’S PRAYER

Dear Father always near us,
May your name be treasured and loved,
May your rule be completed in us –
May your will be done here on earth
In just the way it is done in heaven.
Give us today the things we need today,
And forgive us our sins and impositions on you
As we are forgiving all who in any way offend us.
Please don’t put us through trials,
But deliver us from everything bad,
Because you are the one in charge
And you have all the power,
And the glory too is all yours – forever –
Which is just the way we want it!

By Dallas Willard

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

ALL GOD’S CREATION IS VERY GOOD!
PRAYING FOR SURINAME (SOUTH AMERICA)
A SERVICE FOR EVERYONE
FRIDAY 2nd MARCH 2018
You are invited to join millions of people all around the world who
on this day will be praying for the conservation of and care for the
wonderful world we live in………
Come for a cuppa from 10.15am and share in a special time of
prayer and praise from 11.00am at Hunstanton Methodist Church.
All are welcome.

To those members and friends who have their
birthdays this month:
4th
10th
14th
15th
24th
28th

Sybil Mills
Monica Burton
Eileen Hamilton
Louise Bish and David Brown
Joyce Pearson
Reg Boughtwood

We hope you have a lovely day

TIMES THEY ARE A CHANGING!
I have just been re-reading the article for the Town and Around, written
after the wet days we had been having, well for once half term has
been pretty dry and sunny and there is a whole new outlook on life!!
The wet muddy field is now dry and lumpy, there are still a good
number of Lapwings on it but the pigeons and Golden Plover are
absent. The sky was blue but devoid of Pinkfeet, I think there are still
some in the area but the big numbers seem to have set off for
Lancashire and east Scotland on their way ready for spring migration.
There is always something to catch me out! Son Peter has been with
me and he seems at last to have caught the Birding Bug! We called at
NWT today and when an aircraft flew over a big flock of Pinkfeet got up
off the marsh! So they haven’t all gone!
Back to the contrast and the sunny day on the top road. The gallops
had at least 50 Hares with one or two on the once muddy field! I feel
much happier than last year when I was worried about the lack of
Hares on the fields! There are still good numbers of Blackbirds around
and some flocks of Fieldfares. The Fieldfares have about eaten all the
Sea Buckthorn berries at Holme and seem to be on the fields picking
over insect and seeds, they too will be feeling the need to fly home to
breed, at the moment they are as well here as Scandinavia has a lot of
snow. They are awaiting milder weather, which will mean a lot of water
after the amount of snow. I have some photos from friends in Norway,
road signs over topped by 6 ft +, a chap clearing his roof, he’s around
the 6 ft mark and the snow tops him by another 6 ft at least! Aren’t you
glad we live in this corner of our country?
Adding to my list of mammals this month is a scampering Stoat, when
in full flight they seem to be extra long and thin, I suppose that at some
10-14 inches long and only3 or 4 inches high that is understandable.
Sorry about the use of inches, it shows my age! Centimetres have never
meant anything to my brain and visual usage!

There are still Roe Deer about, but so far the only Muntjak I have seen have
been dead ones on the roadside and I haven’t managed to repeat the view of
the Chinese Water Deer that surprised both me and him in a gateway above
Stanhoe.
There seems s to have been a mass murder of hedges and verges as the
trimmers have been making an immaculate job of trimming back any excess
verbiage. I suppose it’s needed but I must admit that too much tidiness in the
wild bothers me! We have little enough rough pasture around without the
councils being uber tidy!
Another effect from the sun is that using my computer in a morning gets more
difficult! Instead of creeping across the sky behind the roof of no.3 it now
shows full face above the roofline, as I hate blinds I am learning to cope if it
was a laptop I’d do what my son did and turn round to the table behind! Mind
you if I did that I’d miss seeing the parade of front garden birds!
Another trip round today showed that the Rooks are beginning to check out
their old nests and in the small rookery above Stanhoe they are actually slowly
beginning to rebuild their nests, the gales we had during winter had blown
down all the existing nests and I was beginning to wonder if they would
return! I also checked the Aconite and Snowdrop woods on the Ringstead
Fakenham road; they are even better than a couple of weeks ago. If you have
never seen them it really is worth the car trip and if you drive back into
Ringstead you will see one of my favourite views in the area, as you come out
of the Aconite wood it is a splurge of joy!! It always brings to mind gliding off
Sutton Bank, as the area opens out across several fields and with long distant
views to left and right!
My son teases me about the ‘flatness’ of the area but even he appreciates what
I mean with that view! Incidentally he lives up in the Yorkshire Dales so this
area does seem a bit tame!!
Keep watching and hopefully you will see good signs of Spring in the coming
days, praise the Lord that we have our seasons!
Joanna

THE STROLLERS AT WALSINGHAM
For our February walk this year, we strollers visited Walsingham
to see the magnificent display of snowdrops and aconites. A most
beautiful setting in the Abbey grounds with a stream winding its
way through, a few light snow flurries just added to the
atmosphere.
We all enjoyed our stroll among the snowdrops, then viewing the
interesting displays explaining the history of the Abbey, before
going to the cafe to enjoy a hot drink and something to eat.
Details of our March walk can be seen on the notice board in
church.
We are always pleased to see new faces on our walks, so if you
would be interested in joining us, please speak to either Una or
Eddie (543381) or alternatively any of the other strollers. Our
walks are usually 3 - 4 miles in length, followed by refreshment.
Alison

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE
The year began this January with £34.72 being donated by you to
The Leprosy Mission for tea and coffee served to us after our
Sunday morning services.
During March we will be supporting Hope Now. Since 2010 Jon
Budgell has been CEO of Hope Now, and this year will be retiring
and handing over the role to Andrew Foreman. He has already
started with Hope Now learning from Jon and within two days as
CEO Designate found himself in Ukraine as part of a team of eight
taking the good news of the gift of Jesus Christ to Cherkassy.
Hope Now is a Christian charity that aims to bring hope by
sharing the love of Jesus and making Him known by ministering
to those in spiritual, physical and emotional need. They want the
message of the gospel to touch hearts of young and old, rich and
poor, healthy and inform, free and imprisoned.
Their work continues in Ukraine, Moldova and Sir Lanka.
Please give generously when having your tea and coffee on
Sunday mornings.
Monica Richardson

WORD FOR TODAY
Science proves the Bible true (2)
‘He…sits above the circle of the earth.’
Isaiah 40:22
The Bible tells us the earth is round. ‘It is He who sits above the circle of the
earth.’ The word circle comes from a Hebrew word which can also be
translated as ‘circuit’. The book of Isaiah was written about seven hundred
years before the birth of Christ. That’s at least three hundred years before
Aristotle suggested in his book On the Heavens that the earth might be a
sphere. It was another two thousand years later, at a time when science
believed the earth was flat, that Scripture inspired Christopher Columbus to sail
around the world. He wrote: ‘It was the Lord who put it into my mind…I could
feel His hand upon me…There is no question the inspiration came from the
Holy Spirit because He comforted me with rays of marvellous illumination from
the Holy Scriptures’ (from the diary of Christopher Columbus, in reference to
his discovery of the New World). The Bible teaches oceanography. In the
nineteenth century, Matthew Fontaine Maury, who is called the ‘Father of
Modern Oceanography and Naval Meteorology’, read the words of David
describing ‘paths of the sea’ (Psalm 8:8). He said, ‘If God said there are paths
in the sea, I am going to find them.’ Today we’re indebted to his discovery of
the warm and cold ocean currents. His book on oceanography remains a basic
text on the subject and is still used in universities. So next time you meet
someone who questions the accuracy of the Scriptures, smile graciously and
tell them, ‘Science proves the Bible true.’
This excerpt was taken from the free devotional, The United Christian
Broadcasters (UCB) Word for Today, Westport Road, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6
4JF. For more information please speak to Jan Groom.
UCB LISTEN…….UCB WATCH……UCB READ
UCB.CO.UK
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CALENDAR FOR MARCH 2018
Revd Sam Abramian - Communion

11

10.30am

Revd Sam Abramian – Mothering Sunday

18

10.30am
10.00am
10.30am
7.00pm
10.00am
11.00am

Revd Sam Abramian – All Age and Parade Service
Activities
25
Revd Sam Abramian – Palm Sunday
29
Maundy Thursday Communion
30
March of Witness
Service at Union
REGULAR MEETINGS
Sunday
10.30am Family Worship
Tuesday
9.00 – 10.00am Prayer meeting in church
5.30pm Guides
7.30pm Bible Study
Wednesday
10.00 – 12 noon Community Cafe
4.20pm Rainbows
6.00pm Brownies
Thursday
9.30 – 11.30am Little Lights Baby & Toddler Group [Not29th]
Friday
10.30am Friday Morning Fellowship
DIARY
1
10.30am Service at Gorselands - Union
1.30pm Service at Driftwood –The Way
2
10.15am Women’s World Day of Prayer
7.30pm Study the Word
3
9.00am Working Party Day
5
10.30am Strollers
6
10.00am Arts & Crafts Group
8
7.00pm Deacons’ Meeting
9
2.00pm Service at Lincoln Lodge – Union
12
9.30am The Earl Greys meet at Poppyfields
13
10.30am Service at Norfolk Lodge – Union
15
7.00pm AGM and Fellowship Meeting
16
7.30pm Study the Word
17
7.00pm Music With A Mission Concert - in aid of CAP
20
10.00am Arts & Crafts Group
4.00pm Service at Nightingale Lodge – The Way
21
2.15pm Service at The Close, Snettisham - Union
Copy deadline for April 2018 - March 20 2018EE RULES FOR
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