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We warmly invite you to worship with us each
Sunday at 10.30am
(Junior Church and Creche available)
Other services are shown on the back page of this newsletter and
you will be made most welcome at all of these also

Dear Church and Community
I hope you are enjoying the start to this New Year. I have
often found that Christmas disappears very quickly from my
memory in the new year (in a similar way to the cars in my
rear-view mirror when I‟m driving!).
Suzie, Josh and I had a very different Christmas this year. As
many of you will know I had been battling a virus for 7
weeks and it finally restricted me to bed rest for the three
weeks leading up to Christmas Day.
In late December we reflected on the season that passed by
so quickly and realised we had an almost completely secular
Christmas!
This was a new experience for both of us and we in
reflection found it very strange and lacking depth. We still
enjoyed other Christmas traditions and seeing family, but it
still felt a bit empty.
This experience helped us think about what we value in the
Christmas season, the worship services being one thing but
we mostly missed celebrating in a community of faith that is
the church. It highlighted the words in scripture that
encourage us to persevere in our loving relationships as His
church.
Jesus himself promised his presence in the church, „When
two or three are gathered in my name, I will be there with
them (Matt. 18:20)‟, and I would testify to not enjoying the
same intensity of Christ‟s presence due to not be able to
meet with other believers over Christmas.

Scripture also says we are inspired and encouraged by each
other in our gatherings, „And let us consider how we may
spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving
up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another (Heb. 10:24-25).‟ It can be easy
for our faith in Christ to fade without good Christian friends.
So I want to begin this month inviting you to join me in
thinking about and praying for those who are unable to meet
with other believers at this present time. They may be in our
church or in other places around the world, it may be that
they are ill or physically unable to get out of their homes. It
may be that they are under persecution and arrest.
As you pray for these people I would invite you to ask God
what you can do for them. I‟m sure at the very least it will
be to give them a call but he may prompt you to do more. It
may cost us time and energy but I am sure that God will
honour our actions with the spiritual blessings of His
presence and encouragement.
Sam

Thank you for all your kind thoughts and
flowers over the past year and especially your
prayers. I am beginning to feel better. In the
Lord Jesus.
Shirley Kelsall

FROM THE SECRETARY
Just to remind you that the following will be coming up:
Cleaning Day on Sat. 3rd February starting at 9am – we are
going to tackle some of those jobs that cannot be done during the
weekly clean of the Church. All volunteers are welcome – just
come in your cleaning clothes and a garden kneeling mat might
come in handy too. If you have any suggestions for jobs, please
put them on the list on the notice board or give them to me.
The Women’s World Day of Prayer is on Friday 2nd March – the
time of the service and venue will be announced soon and details
will be on the notice board. This year the programme has been
written by the women of Suriname in South America.
The next Fellowship Meeting and AGM will be held on Thurs.
15th March at 7pm – please try to attend if you can, to hear and
pray about the various groups and activities that are held at Union
and to seek God’s guidance for all we do.
A book of reports giving details of what these groups and
activities have done in 2017 will be published in time for the AGM
– if you have a report to go in the book, please hand it in to Eve
as soon as possible, so that she can get it printed in time.

Janet Brown

Coming to gather is a beginning.
Keeping together is progress. Working
together is success.
Anon

We were really pleased and grateful for the love
shown by our friends at Union Church on the
passing of Ruth’s Mum Beth Meachen on 9th
December last year she was 93 years old. Mums
Thanksgiving Service was held at Billingham Baptist Church on the 29 th
December 2017where she worshipped for 65 years, followed by a private
burial in St Peters Churchyard, Wolviston, County Durham where she was
interred with her beloved husband John. We had 4” of snow on the ground
and it was a bright, beautiful dry day by the time we arrived at the
churchyard. We just wanted to say a big thank you to you all for the
sympathy cards we received with your kind, loving, thoughtful,
encouraging words, they mean a great deal to us.
Mums time in Hunstanton and attending Union was a very special time
for her, as many of you know she loved to be out and about on her buggy.
Especially going down to the prom to the sea, to talk to the gardeners in the
gardens. Where ever she was Mum made friends and that happened in
Hunstanton too, the night before Mum was called home she was doing her
prayer list because it was the time of day when the night staff came on and
the day staff handed over to them and she used to have an hour of
undisturbed prayer. Mums prayer list was extensive but her family and
friends always knew that she was praying for them.”
With love to you all,
Ruth and David
THE STROLLERS
There was some doubt as to whether the walk would take place or not as
the forecast was for rain. However, 8 brave walkers turned up at the
Visitor Centre at Sandringham for a 10 o'clock start. In view of the
rain we have had over the last week, we decided the whole of the planned
walk would be too muddy, so a shortened walk was undertaken. In light
rain we set off along the Scenic Drive from the Visitor Centre to the
Jubilee gates at the beginning of the Drive, turning onto the main road

back to the Visitor Centre. We enjoyed good conversation, lots of fresh
air, and a bracing 2.5 miles walk through the Sandringham woods.
After a wet walk, we were pleased to go into the welcoming warmth of the
Visitor Centre Restaurant for a well deserved hot drink. This was our
first walk of 2018 and we are now looking forward to a year of walks,
and hopefully welcoming some new walkers. Advance notice and details of
each Walk is always put on the Church Notice Boards. The Walks are
invariably at 10.00 o’clock on the first Monday of each month, but may
change if a Bank Holiday occurs.
Eddie and Una

Addition to the Directory
Mr Simon Parry-Jones

Amendment:
Mrs Pauline Carruthers
New email address: pcarruthers400@gmail.com

A SOGGY DAY!
What a mix of weather we are having! In my article for the Hunstanton
Magazine I talked about a trip out on a misty day. The main trip for this one
was in the pouring rain. I needed to get more bird food! The birds are eating it
all like mad. I am also fighting a virus cough, so it was amid morning trip!
Added to the complications the road through Old Hunstanton is still shut! I
dropped down into Ringstead from the Heacham area and along the tops to
go down into Thornham, I always try and check the Coal Barns area, but there
were several fellows looking for the Twite and walking around, when will
people realise that walking about tends to send the birds away? There was a

field full of Pinkfeet behind the edge of the village; Titchwell was quiet so I
picked up the bird food and some lunch for me. By now the rain had
increased, I headed up to my favourite lunch spot. The big field along side the
back road had been harvested, Sugar Beet piles stood by the hedge and the
field erupted as a Red Kite flew over and the 2-3 thousand Pinkfeet that had
been feeding on the greens, took off! Okay it was wet and grey but what a
sight! As I watched the muddy field there were some 200 Lapwings, they were
well spaced out and busy probing for invertebrates, however it was something
of a risky operation as there were also several hundred Gulls, these were
mobbing the Lapwings to grab their hard won food!! Down in the bottom
corner close to the pig farm over the hedge there was also a mixed flock of
50+ jackdaws with 6 or more Carrion Crows among them, and along the back
hedge were 100+ Wood Pigeons! It’s amazing what you can see if you sit and
watch. There was also a pair (2) Roe Deer in the hedge on the opposite side of
the road!
I moved on to Brancaster Staithe, still raining! However that meant few other
cars. The tide was well out but there were lots of birds to add to my month
list. In the distant mist several 100 Brent Geese were flying through and flocks
of Teal and Widgeon joined the fly-pasts. On the mud Grey Plover were tip
toeing around, Dunlin were dashing about picking up anything that looked
edible, there were also Ring Plover amongst them and for a short time 4 Knot.
The other waders comprised mixed numbers of Black Tailed Godwits and lots
of smaller Bar Tailed Godwits, Redshank and Oyster Catchers (many with their
winter preaching bands) added to the interest. 2 Stately Curlews strutted
along the golf club edges and a Cormorant fished the growing tidal stream.
One thing I noticed as I watched the Cormorant was it was feeding very close
to and around a pair of dabbling Mallard. I’ve never seen this before, it was
surely picking up anything the dabbling was disturbing!
Because of the road closure at Old Hunstanton I headed cross-country and on
a whim decided to check on the Aconite woods. I am so glad that I did as, in
the rain and gloom, there was a carpet of yellow on both sides of the road, I
also managed to spot a patch of Snowdrops and in the woodland on the cut
through to Sedgeford there was a golden tree, bedecked with Hazel Catkins in
great profusion. It was absolutely mind blowing in its beauty!

Back at my house I did a quick garden check and threw out some more ground
mix. It was then that I saw that my Witch-hazel was blooming and the Sweet
Box was still sending up its heady scent even in the wet and there to confound
the season one of my big plant pots had another flowering of Primroses!
The 10 plus Blackbirds that are feeding in my garden enjoyed the seed before
they settled back into the hedge ready to roost for what I hoped would be a
drier night, I suspect they felt the same!!
Our Lord has created so much beauty and interest so do keep your eyes open
and your minds ready see the un-expected!
Jo

God’s Creation...
“... the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return
to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish...”
Isaiah 55:10
Just remember in the winter, far beneath the bitter snow, lies the seed,
that with the sun’s love, in the spring becomes the rose.
From Hope Now’s ‘Winter Moments with God’

EASTERN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION PRAYER FOCUS
The EBA as it is known, used to produce details about our fellow Baptist
Churches in East Anglia so that we could read about how they are
doing and how we could pray for their needs. Every so often Union
would pop up on the list so that
the other churches could pray for us. Now this information is sent to me
by email, so here are some of the recent ones I have received.
Janet Brown

LITTLE THETFORD is a small village located three miles south of Ely.
The Baptist Chapel was built in 1867 and the building was in a pitiful
state back in 2009 but with the Lord’s provision it has now been fully
refurbished after the award of a grant in 2014. Please pray for Pastor
Tudor Parsons and the committed members of the church as they seek
to be faithful witnesses in their village and show the love of Jesus to the
local community.

57 WEST, SOUTHEND is the Project 2017 Church for the southern
sector. Building work is going well for moving into half of Clarence
Road Baptist Church’s building. A new kitchen has been installed
enabling the Church to serve meals and warm drinks to rough sleepers
in central Southend.

KING’S LYNN BAPTIST – The vision of the Church led by Rev Kevan
Crane is to be a community hub for the people of the town. The church
buildings are currently undergoing a complete refurbishment due to be
completed in the spring. In the meantime they are temporarily meeting
in a local scout hut.
Please pray for the building work to progress efficiently and safely and
for the church to continue to meet the needs of its congregation and
for opportunities to invest time, energy and money into kingdom-building
initiatives in King’s Lynn.

QUIZ NIGHT
ON SAT 10th FEBRUARY
WITH A BRING AND SHARE
SUPPER AT 6PM
IN UNION CHURCH
HALL.
Come and share a night of fun
and laughter.
COME AS A TEAM OR JUST
COME ALONG AND TEAM
UP WITH OTHERS.

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE
FEBA received £36.71 for donations during November, and The
Bible Society £31.19 in December.
In February we support CAP [Christians Against Poverty]. It is
now over a year that Union Church has been partnering with CAP
under Steve Tong‟s guidance and help, operating a debt centre to
serve our local community.
Please read his section within the Newsletter on the progress
being achieved.
Pray for the work they do and remember to donate this month for
tea and coffee served on a Sunday morning.
Monica Richardson

5th
6th
9th
14th
19th
27th

Dorothy Clampton
Kay Drewell and Daphne Johnson
Jean Holland
David Crowson
Maureen Purvis
Dylan Smith and Pauline Carruthers

“Happy Birthday”

CAP
Your coffee donations during February will be given to support the
running costs of the Hunstanton CAP Debt Centre, which is hosted by
Union Church. The Centre offers help and support to families and
individuals who are living with the burden of unmanageable debt.
Clients are visited at home by the Debt Centre Manager and a
Befriender, who help them identify all their debts, organise their
paperwork and send the information to CAP Head Office. A detailed
budget is prepared and a recommended pathway for the client to go
debt-free. Our local team then visit the client again to help them decide
on the best course of action. The work is a fantastic opportunity to
share our faith in action and take God’s love to people who are often in
desperate situations.
In our first year we have started to see the work come to fruition, with
one client going debt-free just before Christmas, and a number of
others well on the way to achieving that goal and being set free from
the stress and anxiety which debt brings.
I’ll finish with a quote from John Kirkby, Founder and International
Director of Christians Against Poverty:
“I am overwhelmed by what God has done. To see thousands of lives
changed every year is truly wonderful. I do believe that God has given
us a 21st Century answer to one of the most pressing social needs
within society today. Jesus met people's needs with love, compassion
and practical help. Our desire is to simply do the same and watch the
miracles unfold. Please get involved in this amazing, God inspired
ministry.”
Steve Tong – Hunstanton CAP Debt Centre Manager

WHEN YOU TURN
When you turn When you turn to me for just a moment, remembering that I am
here – wanting, and longing, and waiting to see you, like all those
who love you, yet stronger – impossibly stronger – for I alone
witness that heart-hidden treasure that catches My light when
you turn.
And you trust –
And My heart bursts again like a sunburst, but brighter. For I
know how precious and gentle and tender that trust is and just
what it cost, and the times that you feel you have lost. Yet you
come back to Me and you trust.
And you cry –
And I cry for you tears like they‟re torn from the sky, Yet still
pierced through with hope for how it will be when the new comes
at last and you are free.
And you give –
And each time you give is astounding to Me, that what I gave,
you‟d give back to me. And then, for a moment – just for a
moment – you look like the small boy who gave Me his bread and
the fish he‟d been saving to have for his tea. But gave up – so
freely – just waiting to see what we‟d make together, conspiring
with miracles there by the sea.
By Isobel Peaty
Tearfund prayer guide Autumn 17

BOOK OF REPORTS
As you will have seen in the Secretary’s notes, the book of reports
is produced before the AGM in order that the activities of the
various groups that meet on the church premises can be read
before the meeting. It would help in the production of the book if
you can try to keep to the following:
 a single A5 page. Please include your group’s logo if you
would like to use it.
 Either email your report, or hand it to Eve. Hand written
ones are not a problem if you prefer this method.
 Reports should cover the period from the 2017 AGM up to
the point of writing the present one.
 Please submit your report as soon as possible, but no later
than February 25th.

They make interesting reading and reflect the very varied
activities that take place at Union.

A GARDEN WE MIGHT PLANT
First plant four rows of peas:
Presence
Promptness
Preparation
Perseverance
Next plant three rows of squash:
Squash gossip
Squash indifference
Squash criticism
Then, plant five rows of lettuce:
Let
Let
Let
Let
Let

us
us
us
us
us

obey rules and regulations.
be true to our obligations.
be faithful to duty.
be loyal and unselfish.
love one another.

No garden is complete without turnips:
Turn up at meetings.
Turn up with a smile.
Turn up with new ideas.
Turn up with determination to make everything count for
something good and worthwhile.
Anonymous (Australia)

THE CHRISTMAS QUIZ

It seems a long time ago since the quiz appeared in the December/January
Newsletter, but here are the answers.
1. Drummers Drumming
2. Jesus
3. Turtle Doves
4. Swan
5. 364
6. Maids-a-milking
7. Geese-a-laying
8. The Ten Commandments
9. Ladies dancing
10. Faith, Hope and Charity

WORD FOR TODAY
Science proves the Bible true (1)

‘In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.’
Genesis 1:1
To say that true science and the Bible are contradictory is simply not so.
If there‟s even one chance in a million that God, heaven, and hell are
true, wouldn‟t you want to know? After all, one day you‟re going to die.
What then? And furthermore, since our children and grandchildren are
increasingly exposed to secular teaching, don‟t you want to be able to
answer their questions when they come home from school or college,
and steer them in the right direction? Well, guess what? Science proves
the Bible true! For the next few days let‟s talk about it: 1) The Bible tells
us the earth floats in space. There was a time when people believed it
sat on a large animal or giant. Seriously! But fifteen hundred years
before Christ, the patriarch Job said, „He…hangeth the earth upon
nothing‟ (Job 26:7 KJV). Think about that: you can‟t even hang your hat
on nothing! The fact is, science didn‟t discover that the earth hangs
upon nothing until AD 1650. 2) The Bible tells us the earth is composed
of atoms. „By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the
word of God, so that the things which are seen are not made of things
which are visible‟ (Hebrews 11:3 NKJV). Only in recent years has
science discovered that everything we see is composed of things we
can‟t see - namely, invisible atoms. Yet the Bible, written more than two
thousand years ago, said it was so. Now, the Bible doesn‟t need science
to prove that it‟s true - it just so happens that it does.
This excerpt was taken from the free devotional, The United Christian
Broadcasters (UCB) Word for Today, Westport Road, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6
4JF. For more information please speak to Jan Groom.
UCB LISTEN…….UCB WATCH……UCB READ
UCB.CO.UK

4 10.30am
11 10.30am

CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 2018
Revd Sam Abramian - Communion

18 10.30am

Revd Sam Abramian
Shared lunch
Revd Philip Parfitt

25 10.30am

Revd Sam Abramian
REGULAR MEETINGS

Sunday
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

10.30am
9.00 – 10.00am
5.30pm
7.30pm
10.00 – 12 noon
4.20pm
6.00pm
9.30 – 11.30am

Friday

10.30am

Family Worship
Prayer meeting in church
Guides [Not 13th]
Bible Study
Community Cafe
Rainbows [Not 14th]
Brownies [Not 14th]
Little Lights Baby & Toddler Group [Not
15th]
Friday Morning Fellowship
DIARY

1
2
5
3
6
8
9
10
12
13
16
19
20
21

10.30am
1.30pm
7.30pm
10.30am
9.00am
10.00am
7.00pm
2.00pm
6.00pm
9.30am
10.30am
7.30pm
7.30pm
10.00am
4.00pm
2.15pm

Service at Gorselands - Union
Service at Driftwood –The Way
Studying the Word
Strollers
Church Cleaning Day
Arts & Crafts Group
Deacons’ Meeting
Service at Lincoln Lodge – Union
Quiz
The Earl Greys meet at Poppyfields
Service at Norfolk Lodge – Union
Studying the Word
Hall being used by Local District Guiding Leaders
Arts & Crafts Group
Service at Nightingale Lodge – The Way
Service at The Close, Snettisham - Union

Copy deadline for March 2018 - February 20 2018EE RULES
FOR LIVING‘YOU HAVE…PUT A WALLOF PR

